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IntrpAdUCing)your,nnew,
ChatterisjNative|EnglishjTutory

Hello! My name is Tim Varday and this year | have taken
over the role of Chatteris Native English Tutor from Hattie.
| come from Brisbane, Australia. If the city sounds familiar,
it is because Brisbane recently hosted the G20 meeting.
Earlier this year | completed my postgraduate degree in
Economics where | spent a considerable amount of time
teaching during my studies. My time teaching statistics
and economics while at university drove me towards
focusing on a teaching career. Fast forward a few months
and here | am in Hong Kong and teaching at Lam Woo!

| have enjoyed every moment since beginning at Lam
Woo. It has been quite an insightful experience. One
aspect | really enjoy is learning more about Cantonese
culture, from idioms to discussions on food. The students
here have been incredibly friendly and positive, which has
made entering a new school with lots of new faces much
less daunting.

Since arriving in Hong Kong, I've discovered a lot more
favourite dishes, although at the expense of my cooking
skills. Dim sum and BBQ pork have been a far too common
eat out! I've currently been in Hong Kong since early
August and the time has flown past. Most weekends have
been spent getting to see more of the interesting and
lively city. | have

visited many of the outlying islands, hiked, sailed and
explored since arriving. More recently, | have ventured to
Shenzhen which was a real eye-opener. Unfortunately, the
small amount of Cantonese I've learnt while in Hong Kong
didn’t help me much in Shenzhen. It’s not until arriving
back:in Hong Kong that | realized how much my new
adp’bted city feels like home.

As' | mentioned, I'm a Chatteris Native English Tutor
(CNET_). Chatteris is a non-profit charitable organisation
that aims to help improve Hong Kong students English
language skills by placing them with a native English
speaker (such as myself). The benefit of being a CNET is
that you can teach in a classroom, while also being heavily
involved in activities outside the classroom and around
the school. This makes interacting with students much
easier as they can see me as a friend rather than a teacher
that sets their exams.

-

Me and a fellow CNET, attempting to make Mooncakes,
in the lead up to the Mid-Autumn Festival

A group of CNETs perfecting the art of Dragon Boat Racing.

Here’s myself going around and getting students
to ask questions.




